
passerines and water foul should be abun-
dant. Assemble at the Treatment Plant’s 
Administration Building at the end of Metz 
Road at 8:00 am to meet your leader, Matt 
Gould. This is a ½-day trip that may end in 
the early afternoon if the birding is good. 
Take Hwy. 273 and look for River Ranch 
Road after crossing Clear Creek. Cross over 
the Railroad tracks and turn left on Eastside 
Road. The entrance on Metz Road is on the 
right.

Local Weekday 
Bird Walk
Lema Ranch
Thursday, Nov 17 
@ 8:00am   Lema 
Ranch, an oasis of 
open space in Red-
ding, is excellent 
year-around birding. 
The ponds, orchards, 
and fields of the 
McConnell Founda-
tion Headquarters 
provide an abun-
dance of bird spe-
cies. We will look for 
Common Gallinules, 
Marsh Wrens, 
Great-tailed Grack-
les, Lark Sparrows 
and other Lema 

November / December 2016

Wintu Audubon Society 
Chapter meetings are on 
the second Tuesday of the 
month at 7:00 PM at the 
United Way, 2280 Benton 
Drive, Redding.
 
Board Meetings are held 
on the first Tuesday of the 
Month at 7:00 PM also at 
the United Way meeting 
room. All members are 
urged to attend to contrib-
ute information and new 
ideas.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

November 8: Trip to the 
Amazon Basin by Jay and 
Terri Thesken.

December 13:  “Birding 
Inspirations Through My 
Lens” with Wildlife Photog-
rapher Jeffery Rich

NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES
General Meeting
Tuesday, Nov 8 @ 7:00 pm
Trip to Amazon Basin.  Jay and Terri 
Thesken’s slideshow will be of  their trip to 
the Amazon Basin with a group of fresh-
water fish biologists from the Newport 
(Oregon) Aquarium and the New England 
(Boston) Aquarium. The trip was centered on 
the ornamental fish industry of the Amazon 
Basin, and included many forays into the 
jungle to look for birds, plants and villages. 
The trip began and ended in Manaus, Brazil.

November Field Trips
Discover Birding at Turtle Bay
Saturday, Nov  5 @ 9:00 am    Our youth/
beginner bird walks are conducted on the 
first Saturday throughout the year. Wintu 
Audubon can provide binoculars and field 
guides. Call Dan Greaney, 276-9693, with 
questions or for more information. Please 
remember that we now assemble at the Ven-
ture Properties parking lot. Take the first left 
before the Redding Civic Auditorium.

2nd Saturday Bird Walk
Clear Creek Waste Water Treatment 
Ponds, Nov 12 @ 8 am   We visit along this 
stretch of the Sacramento River and its ri-
parian forest, as well as several ponds hold-
ing tertiary-treated water. Winter resident 
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Ranch specialties. This will be a 2-3 hour 
walk on paved trails with fine public 
restrooms. Meet our leader, Linda Aldrich, 
at the north parking lot off Hemmingway 
Street. Hemmingway Street is across from 
Mountain View school on Shasta View Drive. 

DECEMBER ACTIVITIES
General Meeting 
Tuesday, Dec 13 @ 7:00 pm
Wildlife Photographer Jeffrey Rich 
will be presenting his new program “Birding 
Inspirations Through My Lens”. Based on his 
newest book, The Complete Guide to Bird 
Photography, Jeffrey will be sharing stories 
of birds and Mother Nature. He adds in a 
few photography tips and how lying in the 
dirt helps to create his amazing photogra-
phy. Jeff has been photographing nature 
since 1980 and his photos have been pub-
lished in most of the nature publications
including all the birding magazines. His 
humor and love of lying in the dirt will in-
spire nature lovers, especially birders.

 December Field Trips
Discover Birding at Turtle Bay
Saturday, Dec  3  @ 9:00 am    Our youth/
beginner bird walks are conducted on the 
first Saturday throughout the year. Wintu 
Audubon can provide binoculars and field 
guides. Call Dan Greaney, 276-9693, with 
questions or for more information. Meet at 
Venture Properties parking lot. Take the first 
left before the Redding Civic Auditorium.

It’s Christmas Bird Count Time Again. 
Here are the Counts in the Local Area
Counts are conducted rain or shine. Compil-
ers appreciate being notified if you plan to 
attend so they can assign sectors and notify 
the restaurant.

Fall River Christmas Bird Count
Saturday, Dec 17 @ 7:00 am   Participants 
will meet at the Fall River Hotel in Fall 
River Mills for a family-style breakfast and 
assignments. From Redding, take Hwy. 299E 
for approximately 75 miles. After crossing 
the Fall River, take the second right and look 
for the hotel on the right. Every year, some 
birders spend the night at this quaint hotel 
(Phone: 530-336-5550) and avoid the early 
morning drive. Eastern Shasta County 
birders are especially invited to par-
ticipate. Dinner and compilation will be 
in Redding at a time and location to  be an-
nounced. Please RSVP to Bob & Carol 
Yutzy boby@c-zone.net if you hope/plan to 
participate and let them know if you want 
breakfast at the hotel so we can give them an 
estimated number of folk for breakfast.

Anderson Christmas Bird Count
Sunday, Dec 18 @ 7:00 am   This very suc-
cessful count features much public land with 
ample opportunities for walking. Meet at the 
amphitheater parking lot in Anderson River 
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Photo by Larry Jordan

Join the Christmas Bird Count

It’s interesting, fun & a 
vital tool in accessing changes 
in species’ range in our area.

Be Involved!

mailto:boby@c-zone.net%20/t%20_blank
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2016 – 2017 
OFFICERS, COMMITTEE CHAIRS & 

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE

OFFICERS
President:  Chad Scott  619-852-4555
Vice-President:  Linda Aldrich  223-5341
Treasurer:  Beth Brockman  227-4228
Recording Secretary:  Jeannette Carroll  246-3634
Corresponding Secretary:  Beatrice Currie  243-3955

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Programs:  Linda Aldrich  223-5341
Education:  Dan Greaney  276-9693
Conservation:  Janet Wall  547-1189 
 Bruce Webb  275-2076 
Newsletter:  Sally NeSmith  831-535-2888 
              Bill Oliver  941-7741
Webmaster:  Larry Jordan  472-3131
Membership:  George Horn  244-0581
               Mike Carion 357-3873
Publicity:  Larry Jordan  472-3131
Finance:  Catherine Camp  337-6874
Event Coordinator:  Chad Scott  619-852-4555

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE
Harvey Carroll, Ester Cox, Janice Hunter, 
John Winchell, Roberta Winchell

Park for assignments and location of the 
dinner and compilation. Contact Brooke 
McDonald, bmm11@humboldt.edu for further 
information.

Redding Christmas Bird Count
Tuesday, Dec 27, 2016 @ 7:00 am   We 
have compiled 41 years of continuous records 
from this grand daddy of the local counts 
that began in 1976 in its current location. 
Centered near Keswick Dam it stretches 
from Whiskeytown Lake in the West to 
Shasta College in the East, and from Shasta 
Dam in the North to Clear Creek in the 
South. Assignments will be given in front of 
the main entrance to the Redding Civic Cen-
ter. We will assemble at dusk at Lulu’s Eat-
ing and Drinking Establishment, 2230 Pine 
Street, Redding (530-243-6251) for dinner 
and compilation. Contact Bill Oliver 
wwoliver9@gmail.com for more information.

Red Bluff Christmas Bird Count---
Saturday, Dec 31, 2016 @ 7:00 am   This 
long-running count was resumed four years 
ago under the able leadership of Karen 
Scheurermann (karens@gmail.com). Con-
tact Karen if you have a preferred area. As-
semble at the Holiday Market, 460 Antelope 
Blvd, Red Bluff, for assignments. Dinner and 
compilation will be announced there.

TRIP REPORTS

Youth/Beginner Walk   Sept 3, 2016   The 
birds were coy at Turtle Bay for the three 
youths and five adults on our Youth/
Beginner Walk. We traveled the Bird Sanc-
tuary loop and tallied nineteen species— shy 
Scrub Jays, who perched facing us in their 
fledgling grays, denying a better view of blue 
plumage; Bushtits who declined to dally on 
the human side of oak leaves; and a Bewick’s 
Wren that skittered away before attention 
could be drawn from a high-perched 
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hummingbird.  Eagle-eyed youths saw soar-
ing Turkey Vultures, diving Mergansers, 
dabbling Mallards, small gaggles of Canada 
Geese, and even the brief flash of a Yellow 
Warbler.  It all made for a pleasant stroll 
along the river.
A note of thanks to Roberta Winchell for 
setting up in-class birding visits to all the 
fourth grades at Manzanita School. The stu-
dents showed interest and aptitude, and saw 
a wide variety of school-yard birds.

2nd Sat Bird Walk 
Sept 10, 2016  Shasta College A warm fall 
day had 7 birders tour the north end of 
Shasta College, the riparian edge of Still-
water Creek and the wastewater treatment 
ponds. Best birds were both common 
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accipiters (Cooper's and Sharp-shinned), a 
Lewis Woodpecker and a flock of Wild Tur-
keys. The Wastewater ponds yielded a Com-
mon Yellowthroat and about 70 Mallards (an 
amazing number in such a small area).

Mid-week Field Trip
Lema Ranch, Sept 15, 2016   Six of us 
birded the trails in a loop from the parking 
lot off of Hemmingway St. Notable species 
sighted were a Yellow Warbler in very bright 
plumage, a Lincoln’s Sparrow, and a site 
specialty, Common Gallinule. In and around 
the first pond we saw 5 Great Egrets, some 
of them interacting. Also interacting were 
two Belted Kingfishers. Two first of season 
White-crowned Sparrows showed up but oth-
erwise the winter residents hadn’t arrived. 
In all, we saw 33 species.

Youth/Beginner Walk
Oct 1, 2016   The rain didn’t appear until 
the next day, but birds showered seven 
watchers at Turtle Bay on the first of 
October, a beautiful fall morning.  Lingering 
southbound migrants peppered the riparian 
foliage—numerous Yellow-rumped Warblers, 
a busy Yellow Warbler, and a possible 
Nashville Warbler.  Overhead scores of Tree 
Swallows swirled about, providing backdrop 
for an Osprey that paused to hover hungrily 
over the river.  Turkey Vultures soared and 
flapped, hunting warmer updrafts. New 
arrivals did not disappoint, either. Gadwalls 
and Hooded Mergansers heralded the 

 

season. Northern Flickers added their music 
and bold red to the day.  A couple White-
crowned Sparrows showed up, and a Merlin 
darted by.  Rounding out the birds were 
other ducks, waders, woodpeckers, Scrub 
Jays, Titmice, and Nuthatches.  It was a 
morning to enjoy!

2nd Sat Bird Walk 
Oct 8, 2016   Seven birders enjoyed a lovely 
fall day on the John Reginato River Access 
trail. They identified 33 species along this ¾-
mile walk in Sacramento River’s riparian 
forest. Winter resident species were in short 
supply; only one Golden-crowned Sparrow 
and two Ruby-crowned Kinglets. By far the 
most abundant species was Yellow-rumped 
Warblers—most of which were probably mi-
grants heading south. Towards the end of 
the walk while watching a flock of Cedar 
Waxwings a nanosecond flash of wings sug-
gested a Merlin but no one was willing to 
stake their reputation on a positive ID.

Burney Falls State Park
Oct 9, 2016   Four birders and two natural 
history enthusiasts convened at the park in 
crisp, clear weather to bird before the Heri-
tage Day 
events. We took 
the Falls Loop 
Trail where we 
saw exactly 2 
species: Stellar’s 
Jay and Com-
mon Merganser. 
Hoping to better 
that count, we continued on to Lake Britton. 
However, we added only 7 more species: 
Canada Goose, Pied-billed Grebe, Western 
Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, Northern 
Flicker, Ruby-crowned Kinglet and Song 
Sparrow. We agreed that this is a more inter-
esting destination in Spring when the Black 
Swifts are nesting behind the waterfall.
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NEWSWORTHY NOTES
The annual Northern California Council 
Meeting was held at Little River Inn this 
year and hosted by Mendocino Coast 
Audubon Society and attended by an enthu-
siastic group of birders from Redwood 
Region, Redbud, Peregrine, Wintu and Men-
docino Coast Audubon chapters. A flock of 
around forty Black Oystercatchers (see be-
low) highlighted early Saturday morning 
birding! 

There were excellent discussions on Mendo-
cino Coast’s “Save Our Shorebirds” program, 
followed by California Audubon’s recent vic-
tories saving the Tricolored Blackbird popu-
lations in the central valley and getting the 

Coastal Gnatcatcher listed.  Desiree Loggins, 
our Chapter Network Manager from Califor-
nia Audubon, presented “Breaking Point,” a 
movie addressing the impending disaster at 
the Salton Sea. It is a chilling look at what 
will happen if nothing is done for this huge, 
once thriving lake, the largest lake in Cali-
fornia.  Larry Jordan gave an update on 
Wintu Audubon’s Burrowing Owl Project at 
Tuscan Preserve, followed by chapter reports 
from the other chapter leaders. There was a 
good discussion on Audubon’s organization 
by “flyways” and the fact that only four 

Photo: Bob Steele/Minden

Photo:  Larry Jordan

states make up the Pacific Flyway, giving 
California, Oregon, Washington and Alaska 
an excellent opportunity to participate in 
meaningful discussions among these four 
state’s chapters.

Victory for the Gnatcatcher

The fight against the petition by developers 
requesting removal of  the Coastal California 
Gnatcatcher from the Endangered Species 
list began almost two years ago. In response 
to the petition, more than 33,000 Audubon 
supporters wrote to the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service urging that protections for the 
bird be kept in place. Recently, FWS an-
nounced that the delisting request has been 
rejected. The FWS ruled that the bird is a 
unique subspecies and warrants its listing as 
threatened. “ This decision isn’t just a tri-
umph for the California Gnatcatcher, but a 
win for all species that rely upon coastal sage 
scrub for survival. Thank you for your help.” 
– Audubon California 
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November 29th, 2016

Wintu Audubon will be participating in the 
North State Giving Tuesday!

Thanksgiving  •  Black Friday  •  Cyber Monday  •  Giving Tuesday

We invite you to “give where you live” for the benefit of our local nonprofits 
that do such important work in Shasta and Siskiyou counties.

Think of your feathered friends on this day. Log on to:

https://northstategives.org

https://northstategives.org
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