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September Activities

 

General Meeting 
Tuesday, September 10 @ 7:00 pm 
 
Watching the River Run                                     
Bob Madgic begins with a pictorial segment on the 
elements of a natural river, degradations the Sacramento 
River has experienced, and ongoing efforts to preserve and 
restore many of these elements. It is followed by a multi-
media program of striking images, music, and video that 
convey the power and beauty of this magnificent river and 
the creatures it supports. A myriad of bird species are 
highlighted in the program, which is based on Bob 
Madgic’s new book The Sacramento :  A Transcendent  
River . Copies will be available for purchase and signing. 

Field Trips 
 2nd Saturday Bird Walk---September 14 @ 8:00 am 
With fall migration in full swing and early arrival of many 
winter residents, we will explore the campus of Shasta 
College. The oak woodlands, wastewater treatment pond, 
riparian vegetation along Stillwater Creek, and fields 
support a wide variety of species. Meet in Shasta College’s 
north parking lot for this ½ day trip that is open-to-the-
public. Connie Word and Bea Currie will lead. 
 
Local Weekday Bird Walk---Lema Ranch,  
Thursday, September 19 @ 8:00am 
Lema Ranch, an oasis of open space in Redding, is 
excellent year-around birding. The ponds, orchards, and 
fields of the McConnell Foundation Headquarters provide 
an abundance of bird species. We will look for Common 
Gallenules, Marsh Wrens, Great-tailed Grackles, Lark 
Sparrows and other Lema Ranch specialties. This will be a 
2-3 hour walk on paved trails with fine public restrooms. 
Meet our leader, Linda Aldrich, at the north parking lot 
off Hemmingway Street. Hemmingway Street is across 
from Mountain View school on Shasta View Drive.  
 
 

Anderson River 
Park---Saturday, 
September 28 @ 
8:00 am 
The river access, ponds, 
marsh, riparian and oak 
woodlands all accessible 
by an extensive trail 
system is considered by 
Frank and Darliss 
Sanderson, our leaders, 
to offer the finest 
birding in the local area. 
We will assemble at the 
amphitheater in the 
Park. Bring water and a 
lunch as the Park is a 
fine place for a picnic.  
 
 

 
October Activities 

 
General Meeting 
Tuesday, October 8 @ 7:00 pm 
 
Naturalists Visit Central and Southern Chile         
Terri and Jay Thesken, Redding residents and active 
members of the Shasta Chapter of the California Native 
Plant Society, will present their month-long, March 2013, 
trip to Chile.  In addition to photos of the portion of Chile 
from the capital of Santiago to northern Patagonia, Terrie 
and Jay will show photos of birds, reptiles and insects 
encountered between the Andes on the east and the 
Pacific Ocean on the west of this very long country.    

 

WINTU A.S. CHAPTER 
MEETINGS ARE ON THE 
SECOND TUESDAY OF THE 
MONTH AT 7:00 PM at the 
United Way, 2280 Benton 
Drive, Redding.  

BOARD MEETINGS ARE HELD 
ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF 
THE MONTH AT 7:00 PM 
also at the United Way 
meeting room. All members 
are urged to attend to 
contribute information and 
new ideas. 

    UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Sept.10: Bob Madgic: 
Watching the River Run 

Oct. 8: Terri & Jay Thesken: 
Naturalists Visit Central and 
Southern Chile  



 
Field Trips 
 2nd Saturday Bird Walk---October 12 @ 8:00 am 
We will return to Turtle Bay and Kutras Lake for the fall 
and winter seasons. A great cross-section of raptors, 
waterfowl, gulls, and winter resident passerines can be seen 
close up with usually a surprise or to on this ½-day walk. 
We will assemble in the parking area behind the monolith 
at Turtle Bay. This walk with Connie Word is open to the 
public and all birding skill levels are welcome.   
  
Local Weekday Bird Walk---Mary Lake, 
Thursday, October 17 @ 8:00am 
We are returning to Mary Lake after a very successful visit 
last May. A paved trail circles this small lake in a west 
Redding subdivision. Lakeside vegetation, a small marsh 
and oak woodland have created a varied habitat for birds. 
On our May visit we saw Phainopeplas, Green Herons up 
close, and heard California Thrashers. Meet at the south 
parking lot of the Redding Civic Auditorium to carpool. 
Bill Oliver will lead. 
 

 
Fall River Area---Saturday, October 26 @ 7:30 am 
A Christmas Bird Count has been conducted in the Fall 
River Valley for decades but it’s been 5 years since we have 
visited on a regular outing. The valley has been designated 
an Important Bird Area by the National Audubon Society 
and for good reason. It’s a great place to see rafts of 
various waterfowl and wintering raptors, many of which are 
rare west of the Cascades. Meet our leader at the south 
parking lot of the Redding Civic Auditorium to carpool. Be 
ready for a full day with a lunch and water and dress in 
layers for changing weather conditions. Folks from the Fall 
River area will meet at 9:00 am at the Fall River Vista Point 
on Hwy. 299.	  
	  
 
Please Note: Wintu Audubon Society assumes no 
responsibility for injuries, personal or otherwise, 
incurred while attending society- sponsored activities 
and will not be held liable for accidents. You attend at 
your own risk. A responsible adult must accompany 
minors on all outings. Rain cancels all activities except 
Christmas Bird Counts. 
 
 

 
Trip Reports 

Youth/Beginner Bird Walks Reported by Dan 
Greaney, Education Committee Co-chair          
Our Youth/Beginner Bird Walks will continue through the 
fall. Bring your family and friends to the Turtle Bay 
Monolith on the 2nd Saturday of each month, 8-10 am. 
Audubon can provide binoculars and field guides. Call 
Dan Greaney, 276-9693 with questions or for more 
information. 

Turtle Bay Youth Walk---May 11.                       
Ten youths, mostly Mr. Gunther’s seventh graders at 
Sequoia, and five parents explored the ponds and River 
along the Highway 44 walkway.  The birding struck me as 
light, with few good views for beginners.  Still, the cliff 
swallows at the monolith were active, and Shelby, seventh 
grader, guided us through the concrete rooms to see, if not 
the bats themselves up in the darkness, at least their 
growing evidence at our feet.  The bat walk prompted a 
conversation on warm- and cold-bloodedness, and at 
Rockpile Pond the turtles obliged with a basking 
demonstration.  At least one of the sunbathers was a red-
eared slider, an invasive from the pet turtle trade.  We saw 
two momma Mallards with full squadrons of ducklings, 
one adult eagle near the nest, and an egret; but mostly the 
viewing was for the quick-eyed: a pair of Hooded 
Mergansers, a distant Common Merganser and a Wood 
Duck.  Perching birds were scarce: an oriole flashed by. 

Redding Recreation has advertised our walks as beginning 
at 10 a.m., so a small second group of two visiting adults 
walked the Sundial-Monolith Loop.  This route offered 
more shade and better perching-bird viewing, including as 
pretty a pair of Tree Swallows as one could hope to see.  
Also identified were Cedar Waxwings, California Towhee, 
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Return of the Salmon Festival at the Coleman 

National Fish Hatchery, October 19 

View Salmon spawning operations, natural 
resources information booths, and much more. 
Wintu Audubon will staff a booth. Contact Bea 
Currie Ph. 243-3955 for details for lending a 
hand. 



nuthatches, various woodpeckers including momma at 
nest and, later, a Red-breasted Sapsucker, and a Green 
Heron. 

2nd Saturday Bird Walk at Shasta College---May 11 
Two birders braved a hot and humid morning for this May 
walk.   We walked the route in reverse so most of the birds 
were seen in the area of the parking lot, before and along 
Stillwater Creek, and the water treatment pond.  The walk 
ended about an hour early due to time constraints and did 
not include some of the main campus and the farm. 
 Species seen included Ash-throated Flycatcher, Western 
Kingbird, Bullock's Oriole, Wood Duck, and White-
breasted Nuthatch as well as Nuttall's Woodpecker and 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow.  We were surprised to 
see a Cinnamon Teal at the water treatment pond.  We 
also caught a fleeting view of a Western Tanager as it 
disappeared into a leafy tree.  The total number of species 
seen was 34. 

Local Weekday Bird Walk at Mary Lake---May 16 
Eight birders enjoyed cool and cloudy weather with just 
the suggestion of a sprinkle.  We hadn’t taken two steps 
down the path that circles Mary Lake before spotting a 
male Phainopepla and later a female---memorable sightings 
for all and a “lifer” for many. We soon enjoyed other take-
home memories—a Green Heron on her nest in a live oak 
right above the walkway and one male Great-tailed 
Grackle.  Connie Word suggested that we take a dirt trail 
to the right that led to the rear of the Catholic cemetery. 
We were glad we did because we spotted a Western Wood-
Pewee and Ash-throated Flycatcher, summer residents that 
were “lifers” for some and first of the season (FOS) for 
others. On the way back to the Mary Lake Trail we heard 
but did not see a California Thrasher. Altogether we tallied 
43 species, all participants felt that Mary Lake should be on 
the regular schedule for local bird walks. 

Joint Campout of Wintu and Redwood Region 
Audubon Societies at Lassen Volcanic National 
Park---July 22-24.  
Four campers from the Redwood Region Audubon 
Society joined eight from Wintu on Friday afternoon.  
 

 

Saturday morning most of us joined the day-trippers for a 
stroll around Manzanita Lake.  
 
In the afternoon several of us walked a Service Road into 
the Reading Fire area looking for woodpeckers. This road 

leaves the main Park Road 
just beyond the Hat Lake 
Parking Area. We were 
thrilled to find a mixed flock 
just inside the burn feeding 
in a dense stand of dead 
lodgepole pines. We 
identified Black-backed, 
Hairy and 
White-headed 
Woodpeckers, Northern 

Flicker, and Williamson’s and Red-breasted Sapsuckers. 
The only woodpecker expected in the Park that we missed 
was Pileated, but one had flown over the campsite that  
Black-backed Woodpecker  
 
morning. Sunday morning several of us drove the Park 
Road.  Stopping at Bumpass Hell we got good views of 
Cassin’s Finches. Viewed from above the brilliance and 
shape of the red patch on the head of the male was special. 
 

 
 Cassin’s Finch pair at Bumpass Hell Parking Area 

 
Last stop was The Sulfur Works. Highlight there were a 
pair of Golden Eagles that broke off their soaring to chase 
an unlucky Swainson’s Hawk that survived by diving into a 
clump of trees. Altogether an enjoyable trip that we will 
repeat next year but possibly a month earlier. 

 

 

For the latest Wintu Audubon Society news and 
birding information visit our website 

www.wintuaudubon.org 
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Save Oregon Gulch 
We are joining the Native Plant Society in urging 
the Redding City Council to preserve the area 
known as Oregon Gulch. Oregon Gulch is 
unique in that nearly all of the trees and shrubs 
on the property are native. Another compelling 
reason to preserve Oregon Gulch is that it 
features terrain ranging from brush to woodland 
to meadow, which provides habitat for a variety 
of bird species and other animals. This is a great 
chance to protect an area within the city limits 
for enjoyment by local residents. We will keep 
you apprised of developments before the city 
council.  
 
Wintu Supports A Wildlife Stamp 

 
Wintu Audubon supports the creation of a 
Federal Wildlife Conservation Stamp as an  

 
 
alternative to the Duck Stamp to support our 
National Wildlife Refuge System. A Federal 
Wildlife Conservation Stamp would provide a 
robust, parallel revenue stream for National 
Wildlife Refuges, preserving habitat and wildlife, 
while giving non-extractive users a funding tool 
and a stronger voice in habitat and wildlife 
decisions on our shared, public lands. 
 
A 2011 survey by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service counted 71.1 million wildlife watchers in 
the U.S., and 13.7 million hunters. Wildlife 
watchers outnumber hunters significantly, and we 
spend $55 billion dollars each year in the pursuit 
of wildlife activities. In other words, there is a 
large and enthusiastic source of untapped 
revenue from wildlife watchers, one that could be 
rendered viable through this dedicated funding 
stream. 
 
A very talented writer, Ingrid Taylor, and our 
Webmaster, Larry Jordan, have made significant 
progress in this endeavor since inception of the 
project. The concept of a Wildlife Conservation 
Stamp came to life and gained support last 
November with the birth of their website 
WildlifeConservationStamp.org. They invite you 
to visit the website and "like us" on Facebook 
where they already have over 5,000 followers! 


