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September Activities

General Meeting 
Tuesday, September 9 @ 7:00 pm 
Birding in Spain 
Bruce Deuel, retired Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Biologist, will give an illustrated talk on the trip he and 
Kathy took to Spain in May of 2013. They explored 
Extremadura including the Gredos Mountains in the west 
and the Catalonia Plains and the Pyrenees in the northeast. 
Bruce says that they saw many sought-after raptors 
including Little and Great Bustards; the hard-to-find 
Dupont’s Lark; new-to-the-tour Rufous-tailed Scrub-
Robin; Black and Green Woodpeckers and the 
incomparable Wallcreeper among the 149 species on their 
list. Come to the launch of the Fall season and see these 
exciting European birds. 

Field Trips 
 

General 2nd Saturday Bird Walk---September 13 @ 8:00 
am 
Trip leader, Larry Jordan, had the foresight to preview the 
Shasta College Campus, our regular fall walk. He reports 
that all the water sources are dry and birdlife is sparse. So 
we have switched the outing to the John Reginato River 
Access Trail. This trail leaves the parking lot of the John 
Reginato Boat Launch on the west side of the Sacramento 
River off South Bonnyview Road. Good views of the 
Sacramento River are afforded on this short trail as it 
traverses a mixed riparian woodland. We should see a 
variety of fall migrants such as Willow Flycatcher, 
Nashville, Yellow and Orange-crowned Warblers and 

possibly a few recently 
arrived winter residents. 
Meet at the parking lot 
on the south side of the 
Redding Civic 
Auditorium for this ½-
day trip that is open to 
the public.  
 
Local Weekday Bird 
Walk---Clear Creek 
WasteWater 
Treatment Ponds---
Thursday, September 
18 @ 8 am  
We are again scheduling 
regular visits to the 
ponds targeting 
migrating shorebirds. 
Although improvements 
in tertiary treatment require fewer ponds, we are pleased 
that the administration has dedicated Pond #7 to the birds 
(see map below) by providing shallow pools and mud flats. 
Unfortunately Pond #7 is at the far end of the complex 
requiring a walk of 2 miles (r/t) along a gaveled roadway. 
So wear sturdy shoes. Assemble at the Treatment Plant’s 
Administration Building at the end of Metz Road at 8:00 
am to meet your leader. This is a ½-day trip that may end 
in the early afternoon if the birding is good. 
 
Here are the directions to the Clear Creek Plant. Take 
Hwy. 273 and look for River Ranch Road after crossing 
Clear Creek. Cross over the Railroad tracks and turn left 
on Eastside Road. The entrance on Metz Road is on the 
right. 
 

WINTU A.S. CHAPTER 
MEETINGS ARE ON THE 
SECOND TUESDAY OF THE 
MONTH AT 7:00 PM at the 
United Way, 2280 Benton 
Drive, Redding.  

BOARD MEETINGS ARE HELD 
ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF 
THE MONTH AT 7:00 PM 
also at the United Way 
meeting room. All members 
are urged to attend to 
contribute information and 
new ideas. 

    UPCOMING MEETINGS 

September 9: Bruce & Kathy 
Deuel: Birding in Spain  

October 14: Bill & Judee 
Adams: Share a Birding Trip 
to Ecuador 

September / October 2014 

Our Youth/Beginner Bird Walks will continue through 
the fall. Bring your family and friends to the Turtle Bay 
Monolith on the 1st Saturday of each month, 9-11 am. 
Audubon can provide binoculars and field guides. Call 
Dan Greaney, 276-9693 with questions or for more 
information. 



 
 
McArthur/Burney Falls State Park---Saturday, 
September 27 @ 7:30 am This park in northeastern 
Shasta County is famous for its falls and nesting Black 
Swifts. The swifts will have migrated but the falls, riparian 
zone along Dry Burney Creek and Lake Britton should 
provide a wide variety of birds. Bring a lunch, water, and 
sturdy shoes. We will rendezvous in the parking lot on the 
South side of the Redding Civic Auditorium. Eastern 
Shasta County folks can meet us at the Safeway parking lot 
in Burney at 8:30 am. We should return to Redding in late 
afternoon. 

October Activities 
General Meeting 
Tuesday, October 14 @ 7:00 pm 
Share a Birding Trip to Ecuador  
Bill and Judee Adams anticipating their trip to Ecuador 
said: “We will be in Ecuador from August 6th through August 
24th. We’re doing a 16-day tour visiting Mindo, Tandayapa, the 
High Andes and the Amazon Basin. We’re hoping to see 50 to 60 
hummingbirds, 50+ tanagers, many toucans, aracaris, and tons of 
other birds! (over 1,600 species in Ecuador). We will be birding with 
Greg Miller of The Big Year.” Note: he was the penniless 
computer guy in the book/movie. 
 

Field Trips 

General 2nd Saturday Bird Walk---October 11 @ 8:00 
am 
Our regular ½-day bird walk will again be switched from 
Shasta College to a well-watered site---this time the 
Anderson River Park. This gem of riparian habitat has 
ponds, marsh and oak woodlands accessible by many 
groomed trails. All birding skill levels are welcome. We will 
assemble at the amphitheater in the park. 
 

Local Weekday Bird Walk---Mary Lake ---Thursday, 
October 16 @ 8 am  
 An old dam on Jenny Creek forms this small lake in a west 
Redding subdivision. Developed lakeside vegetation, a 
small marsh, and oak woodlands have created a varied 
habitat for birds. Green Herons can be seen up close and 
California Thrashers are resident. Meet at the south parking 
lot of the Redding Civic Auditorium to carpool for this ½-
day outing. Bill Oliver will lead. 
 

Lewiston Lake---
Saturday, October 
25 @ 7:30 am. 
Lewiston Lake is 
a reservoir created 
by Lewiston Dam on 
the Trinity River just 
north of Lewiston in 

Trinity County.. We will visit the California Dept. of Fish 
and Wildlife Fish Hatchery on the Trinity River. Many 
raptors and other fisheaters are attracted to the hatchery’s 
outflow (we spied a bear there on our last visit). Then we 
will travel up the west side of the lake stopping to scan the 
lake for ducks and the bordering marsh for passerines. 
Meet at the south parking lot of the Redding Civic 
Auditorium to carpool for this full-day outing. We 
especially invite our Trinity County members to join us. 
They can meet the Redding group at the Plug & Jug in 
Lewiston at 8:30 am. George Horn will lead. 

Trip Reports 

Youth/Beginners Bird Walks                                              
May 10---Six youths and eight adults traveled the Turtle 
Bay Loop thrilled by a beautiful morning with mild 
weather and a whole cornucopia of birds in nesting season 
song and plumage.  Residents included glistening Anna’s 
Hummingbirds, bright House Finches, busy Bushtits, and 
a small oak thoroughly decorated with Cedar 
Waxwings.  Neotropical migrants included great 
comparison views of Cliff and Tree Swallows, a Wilson’s 
Warbler, an Ash-throated Flycatcher, Black-headed 
Grosbeaks, and a male Western Tanager who stood low 
long enough that even the kindergartener on the trip was 
able to see him through the spotting scope. 

Please Note: Wintu Audubon Society assumes no 
responsibility for injuries, personal or otherwise, 
incurred while attending society- sponsored 
activities and will not be held liable for accidents. 
You attend at your own risk. A responsible adult 
must accompany minors on all outings. Rain cancels 
all activities except Christmas Bird Counts. 
 



June 14---Yeah!  We’ve got cavities!  Ten adults and one 
youth toured the Turtle Bay loop this morning and were 
treated to a variety of cavity nesters.  At the top of the list 
was a pair of Ash-throated Flycatchers, who repeatedly 
gave great views of their sulfur bellies and ochre tails as 
they perched outside their cottonwood cavity, bug in bill, 
before diving into the nest hole. Tree Swallows, too, 
continued to be abundant along the river.  Other cavity 
nesters included Northern Rough-winged Swallows, Oak 
Titmice, White-breasted Nuthatches, Bewick’s Wrens, and 
Nuttall’s and Acorn Woodpeckers.  A few baby Cliff 
Swallows were still peeking out their home-made cavities 
in the monolith, but most of this swallow horde has 
departed for the year.   

July 12---The Turtle Bay nests are empty.  Two female 
Anna’s Hummingbirds cruised a moss-covered bank, 
possibly gathering insects to take home, but everything else 
looked out of the nest.  A pair of ducklings followed their 
Wood Duck mother to a quiet spot. Tree Swallows 
churned the sky lightly, but their bold blues have been 
replaced, or at least outnumbered, by fledgling browns.  A 
traipsing of Oak Titmice turned our eyes to the 
understory, where Ash-throated Flycatchers chattered 
about, family clusters of parents and beggars.  A young 
Bullock’s Oriole seemed on its own, capable as any 
fledgling.  Two Western Kingbirds cavorted high, but 
whether they were celebrating successful nesting or excited 
about clearing out we could not tell. Other birds seemed 
done for the season.   We’ll see if any late nesters show up 
next month! 

August 9---It was a muggy morning for six birders—five 
adults and one youth—at Turtle Bay.  We found no 
nesting, although some young Western tanagers poking 
through the canopy and a tight flotilla of Common 
Mergansers on the river attested to recent nesting 
success.  Our birds were mostly residents. Perhaps the 
raptors were most tantalizing: a fly-by of a Sharp-shinned 
Hawk, and a couple of half-heard Northern Pygmy-owl 
hoots—followed up by subsequent passers-by mentioning 
that they had seen a pygmy owl there a few days prior. 

Joint Campout of Wintu, Altacal and Redwood 
Region Audubon Societies at Lassen Volcanic 
National Park---June 27-29. 

Every summer folks from Altacal and Redwood Region 
Audubon join Wintu Audubon Society for a weekend 
campout at Lassen Volcanic National Park. The weather 
was perfect; with some cloud cover and cooler 
temperatures we escaped the valley heat for a couple of 
days.  
 
We had an excellent turnout for our Saturday morning 
walk at Manzanita Lake, including two young girls inspired 
by our youth walks who were chauffeured to the event by 
their father. The walk began with White-headed 
Woodpeckers at the visitor center parking lot and included 
several views of nesting birds with insect filled beaks, 
undoubtedly on their way to gaping youngsters. One of the 
highlights for Larry Jordan was his first look at Pied-billed 
Grebe young riding on their parent's back. 
 
Other highlights include Black-backed Woodpeckers on 
Noble Trail in the burned area, a Northern Pygmy-Owl 
spotted behind the campsite, Spotted Sandpiper chicks at 
Hat Lake and Williamson's Sapsuckers and a Sooty Grouse 
with young at Summit Lake. 54 species were observed. See 
our "News" page on the website for a full report: 
http://www.wintuaudubon.org/news/ 

2014-2015 OFFICERS, COMMITTEE 
CHAIRS & DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE 

OFFICERS                                               
PRESIDENT—Esther Cox 474-4379                                     
VICE-PRESIDENT—Chad Scott 619-852-4555                             
TREASURER—Connie Word 245-0846                  
RECORDING SECRETARY—Jeannette Carroll 246-3634 
CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY--Beatrice Currie 243-3955 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS                                        
PROGRAMS--Linda Aldrich 223-5341               
EDUCATION—Dan Greaney 276-9693  
CONSERVATION-- Janet Wall 547-1189 and Bruce Webb 275-
2076 
NEWSLETTER--Bill Oliver 941-7741                 
WEBMASTER--Larry Jordan 472-3131            
MEMBERSHIP—George Horn 244-0581  
PUBLICITY---Larry Jordan 472-3131 
EVENT COORDINATOR---Chad Scott 619-852-4555  
          
DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE                                               
Ken Bachman, Harvey Carroll, Catherine Camp, John Winchell, 
Roberta Winchell, Shelley Cerasero  

Return of the Salmon Festival at the Coleman 
National Fish Hatchery, October 19 

View Salmon spawning operations, natural 
resources information booths, and much more. 
Wintu Audubon will staff a booth. Contact Bea 
Currie Ph. 243-3955 for details for lending a 
hand. 
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Klamath Bird Observatory’s Inaugural Mountain Bird Festival 

 A Big Success 
Larry Jordan reports: 

 

What a great time I had at the inaugural 
Mountain Bird Festival in Ashland, Oregon. I 
saw three life birds during the two-day event, 
a Cassin’s Vireo, Vesper Sparrow and 
the Great Gray Owl (Strix nebulosa) shown 
above. This owl was nesting in an artificial 
platform provided by a local landowner who 
allowed us to observe the nesting owl.  

Another treat a few of us were able to observe 
was two Great Gray Owls hunting in an open 

meadow on Keno Access Road along the east 
side of Howard Prairie Reservoir Lake, at the 
forest edge, at dusk. Harry Fuller, President of 
the Klamath Bird Observatory Board, led the 
all day Cascade Mountain Lakes trip which 
ended with a small group of die hard owl 
observers eager to see these beautiful owls in 
the open, and what a treat it was! 

	  


