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September Activities
 
General Meeting 
Tuesday, September 8 @ 7:00 pm 
Birds of Mary Lake – David Bogener,	  Environmental 
Scientist with the California Dept. of Water Resources, 
retired, is a resident of the Mary Lake subdivision and 
ardent photographer. He will present species occurrence 
records collected at Mary Lake over the last 25 years.  
Photographs of each of the 100+ species will be displayed 
in decreasing order of occurrence.  Habitats, methods, and 
equipment will be briefly discussed. 

Field Trips 
Discover Birding at Turtle Bay---September 5 @ 9:00 
am 
Our youth/beginner bird walks are conducted on the first 
Saturday throughout the year. Bring your family and friends 
to the Turtle Bay Monolith. Wintu Audubon can provide 
binoculars and field guides. Call Dan Greaney, 276-9693, 
with questions or for more information. 
 
General 2nd Saturday Bird Walk---September 12 @ 8:00 
am 
Bird life on the Campus of Shasta College, our regular fall 
walk, is expected to be sparse as all the water sources are 
dry. So again as we did last year we have switched the 
outing to the John Reginato River Access Trail. This 
trail leaves the parking lot of the John Reginato Boat 
Launch on the west side of the Sacramento River off South 
Bonnyview Road. Good views of the Sacramento River are 
afforded on this short trail as it traverses a mixed riparian 
woodland. We should see a variety of fall migrants such as 
Willow Flycatcher, Nashville, Yellow and Orange-crowned 
Warblers and possibly a few recently arrived winter 
residents. Meet our leader, Chad Scott, at the parking lot 
on the south side of the Redding Civic Auditorium. This 
½-day walk is open to the public and all birding skill levels 
are welcome. 
 
 

Local Weekday Bird 
Walk---Anderson 
River Park, Thursday, 
September 17 @ 8:00 
am  
This city park is a gem 
of riparian habitat with 
many groomed trails. 
Birdlife is always 
abundant in the 
Sacramento River 
riparian, now with the 
drought it is a real “hot 
spot”. We will look for 
fall migrants and early 
winter residents. Meet 
our leader, Ken 
Bachman at the 
amphitheater in the Park 
for this ½-day outing. 
 
The Arcata Marsh ---
Saturday, September 26 @ 8:30 am  
The Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary is a world 

famous innovative 
wetland system built as a 
cost-effective and 
environmentally sound 
wastewater treatment 
solution. Located at the 
north end of Humboldt 
Bay, the sanctuary is 
situated along the Pacific 

flyway and provides homes and migratory resting places 
for over 270 species of birds. 
 
We will join the Redwood Region Audubon Society’s 
weekly tour of the Sanctuary meeting at the Klopp Lake 
parking lot at the foot of ‘I’ St. at 8:30am. Needless to say, 
most folks will want to stay in a motel in Arcata to avoid 
the 3-hour drive so early in the morning.  

WINTU A.S. CHAPTER 
MEETINGS ARE ON THE 
SECOND TUESDAY OF THE 
MONTH AT 7:00 PM at the 
United Way, 2280 Benton 
Drive, Redding.  

BOARD MEETINGS ARE HELD 
ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF 
THE MONTH AT 7:00 PM 
also at the United Way 
meeting room. All members 
are urged to attend to 
contribute information and 
new ideas. 

    UPCOMING MEETINGS 

September 8: David Bogner: 
The Birds of Mary Lake.  

October 13: The Ordinary 
Extraordinary Junco (Part 2) 
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Your leader, Bill Oliver, suggests that all those staying over 
meet for dinner Friday night. Contact him Ph: 530-941-
7741 or Email: wwoliver9@gmail.com	  
 

October Activities 
General Meeting 
Tuesday, October 13 @ 7:00 pm 
The Ordinary Extraordinary Junco (Part 2) - Back by 
popular demand: Parts of “The Ordinary Extraordinary 
Junco” were presented at our meeting in January of 2014. 
People were intrigued as to what would be on the rest of 
this DVD by a lab in Bloomington, Indiana that is engaged 
in “The Junco Project”. We’ll re-see the introductory 
chapter to prepare for chapters on diversification south of 
the Mexican border and evolution in action in the campus 
juncos at UC-San Diego, then end with a summary on 
what we can learn from research on juncos. Linda 
Aldrich, Wintu Audubon Program Chair, will provide a 
brief introduction. Join us for some surprising facts about 
our familiar winter friends, the juncos. 

Field Trips                                                        
Discover Birding at Turtle Bay---October 3 @ 9:am 
Our youth/beginner bird walks are conducted on the first 
Saturday throughout the year. Bring your family and 
friends to the Turtle Bay Monolith. Wintu Audubon can 
provide binoculars and field guides. Call Dan Greaney, 
276-9693, with questions or for more information. 

General 2nd Saturday Bird Walk---October 10 @ 7:00 
am 
A bird walk on the Lema Ranch trails will be held for 
attendees of the Northern California Audubon Council 
Meeting. All Wintu Audubon members are also invited, 
regardless of whether you wish to attend the meeting (see 
below). 
 
Lewiston Lake---Saturday, October 24 @ 7:30 
am. 
Lewiston Lake is a reservoir created by Lewiston Dam on  
the Trinity River just north of Lewiston in Trinity County. 
We will visit the California Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Fish 
Hatchery on the Trinity River. Many raptors and other 

fisheaters are attracted to 
the hatchery’s outflow. 
Then we will travel up 
the west side of the lake 
stopping to scan the lake 
for ducks and the 
bordering marsh for 
passerines. Meet at the 

south parking lot of the Redding Civic Auditorium to 
carpool for this full-day outing. We especially invite our 
Trinity County members to join us. They can meet the 
Redding group at the Plug & Jug in Lewiston at 8:30 am. 
George Horn will lead. 
 

Trip Reports 

Discover Birding at Turtle Bay - May 2 A warm spring 
morning teased three youths and six adults with fickle 
spring viewing—fleeting glimpses of Western Tanagers 
and Ash-throated Flycatchers, a pair of Wood Ducks 
melting into the shoreline brush, and even the Tree 
Swallows only reluctantly showing blue.  But fickle is not 
consistently coy, either. Walking the sanctuary loop we saw 
Bushtits up close, a young Bald Eagle standing tall in its 
nest, plenty of rusty-faced Cliff Swallows and a highlight of 
two Killdeer with four tennis-ball sized copies of 
themselves, those little ones just learning their mobility. It 
was a morning well worth the tease so says Dan Greaney! 

July 4 Redding’s hotter than usual summer continued 
strong through the Independence Day celebrations. With 
the mercury pushing 90 degrees by 9am and with the 
promise of higher temperatures to mark our nation’s 
birthday, there were few people about Saturday morning 
and even fewer birders. There was, at least, a bonus for 
waiting around in the heat: bats. Chad Scott and his hardy 
crew decided to wait in the shade provided by the 
monolith and had the pleasure of viewing scores of the 
winged mammals gripping the concrete walls and focusing 
intently on their insect fueled slumbers. A closer 
examination of the floor suggested that this was not the 
first time the bats have roosted in the monolith. 

Burney Falls Visitor Center Grand Opening, May 17 
California State Parks and the McArthur-Burney Falls 
Interpretive Association presented the newly remodeled, 
updated and expanded visitor center to the public on 
Sunday the 17th. The new center is fantastic and offers an 
array of exhibits suitable for the entire family. Wintu 
Audubon arrived with scopes, binoculars, and field guides 
in tow to provide opportunities for visitors of the Falls to 
view nesting Ospreys, dipping Dippers, maniacal Stellar’s 
Jays and, most intriguingly, Black Swifts that circling high 
overhead and made regular passes near the falls. Some 50-
60 people stopped to peer through the scopes and plenty 
more stopped by to learn more about the birds that were in 
the area. Very few knew much, if anything, about the Black 
Swifts.  

 
 



In the afternoon, we zipped up to Fall River Mills to check 
on the Golden Eaglets and the nesting Bank Swallows 
downtown before returning to Redding.  
 
Lake McCumber and Manzanita Lake, May 23 
In year four of a drought, you wouldn’t think that rain 
would be on the agenda for a late May outing in Shasta 
County, however, after negotiating a Civic Center 
Memorial Day Weekend Car Extravaganza, Chad Scott’s 
caravan had ample opportunities to test the wipers on their 
way to Lake McCumber which had had even heavier rains 
the night before. Luckily, once they had arrived the rain 
abated and soon the clouds passed to provide warm sun 
and extra lighting (much to the relief of the 15 birders who 
decided to stick it out). While they never encountered great 
numbers of birds at any one time (mostly ones and twos), 
they were able to identify 43 species. Notable birds 
included: Osprey, Bald Eagle, Spotted Sandpiper, Band-
tailed Pigeon, Vaux’s Swift, Belted Kingfisher, Western 
Wood-pewee, Pacific Slope Flycatcher, Western Bluebird, 
Orange-crowned Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Wilson’s 
Warbler, Black-headed Grosbeak, Purple Finch,  

 

and Pine Siskin. 
Around noon, about half the group headed to Lassen Park 
where they were greeted by more rain until after lunch 
when they decided to bird the side of the lake nearest the 
park entrance where they had no difficulty finding Brown 
Creepers, Hairy Woodpeckers, and White-headed 
Woodpeckers before heading home. 

Joint Campout at Lassen Volcanic National Park, 
June 26-28 

We hosted another successful campout at Lost Creek 
Group Camp in the park. Fifteen spent Friday and 
Saturday nights---six from Wintu, seven from Altacal and 2 
from Redbud Audubon Societies. The campers enjoyed 
close-up visits by Gray Jays and Western Tanagers. 
Daytrippers from Wintu joined in the Saturday walk  
around Manzanita Lake and were somewhat disappointed.  

They had glowing reports by birders from the Golden 
Gate Audubon, but by the time they birded the trail in late 
morning birds were hard to find. The consensus was that 

we should start earlier in the morning. The highlight of the 
weekend for many was a nesting pair of Williamson’s 
Sapsuckers at Summit Lake that Larry Jordan had staked 
out. 

 

Return of the Salmon Festival---October 17 at the 
Coleman National Fish Hatchery View salon 
spawning operations, a salmon aquarium, natural resource 
information booths and much more. Wintu Audubon will 
staff a booth. Contact Bea Currie Phone: 243-3955 for 
details for lending a hand. 

 

2014-2015 OFFICERS, COMMITTEE 
CHAIRS & DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE 

OFFICERS                                               
PRESIDENT—Esther Cox 474-4379                                     
VICE-PRESIDENT—Chad Scott 619-852-4555                             
TREASURER—Connie Word 245-0846                  
RECORDING SECRETARY—Jeannette Carroll 246-3634 
CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY--Beatrice Currie 243-3955 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS                                        
PROGRAMS--Linda Aldrich 223-5341               
EDUCATION—Dan Greaney 276-9693  
CONSERVATION-- Janet Wall 547-1189 and Bruce Webb 275-
2076 
NEWSLETTER--Bill Oliver 941-7741                 
WEBMASTER--Larry Jordan 472-3131            
MEMBERSHIP—George Horn 244-0581  
PUBLICITY---Larry Jordan 472-3131 
EVENT COORDINATOR---Chad Scott 619-852-4555  
          
DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE Harvey Carroll, Catherine 
Camp, John Winchell, Roberta Winchell 

 

For the latest Wintu Audubon Society news and 
birding information visit our website 

www.wintuaudubon.org 
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Wintu to Host the Northern California Audubon Council 

The eight northern-most chapters in California—Wintu, Altacal, Redbud, Peregrine, Mendocino 
Coast, Redwood Region, Mt. Shasta Area, and Plumas Audubon Societies comprise the Council.  
This regional Council, one of five sponsored by Audubon California, will be hosted this fall by Wintu 
Audubon.  

Desiree Loggins, Chapter Network Manager, will describe the recent activities of our state 
organization and give us a brief update on saving Humboldt Bay. Daniela Ogden, Audubon 
California’s Communications Associate, will do a presentation on communications and media 
outreach. Len Lindstrand, active in many Wintu activities, will present his work on breeding Purple 
Martins on Shasta Lake. Each chapter will report on their activities and organizational successes and 
failures. This Council meeting is a great opportunity to meet neighboring chapter leaders and learn of 
their experiences.  

The meeting will be held at the McConnell Foundation headquarters at Lema Ranch on October 10th 
from 8:00 am to 4:30pm. A bird walk around Lema Ranch from 7:00 to 8:00 will precede the 
meeting. A catered breakfast and lunch will be available at a cost of $20. All Wintu members are 
urged to attend. Please register for the event at our website before Wednesday, October 7th or 
contact Larry Jordan so we can plan for the number of catered meals.  A meet-n-greet dinner will be 
held at 7:00pm on Friday, October 9th at a location soon to be announced. Stay tuned.  
 

	  
	  


