
Join us for our final activities before the summer hiatus. Due to the normally high 
temperatures and less bird activity in the summer months, Wintu Audubon has 
traditionally avoided scheduling outings in July and August and resumed activities in 
September. As September approaches you should receive the next newsletter as we 
resume our fall schedule of presentations and birding activities.

________________________________________________________________________________

Note: All participants, ages 5 and older, must provide proof that they are 
fully vaccinated against COVID-19 or provide evidence of a negative 

COVID-19 test within 72 hours and sign a waiver prior to all field trips.
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JUNE ACTIVITIES

Wintu Audubon Annual Picnic - June 8th @ 6:00 pm

Join us for the return of a long-
standing tradition!  For many 
years, the last general meeting 
before our summer hiatus was 
held at the Tower House Historic 
District in Whiskeytown National 
Recreation Area. The 2018 Carr 
Fire and then the pandemic put 
the tradition on hold for the past 
three years. We will restart the 
tradition by meeting at the parking 
lot for the Tower House Historic 

District at 6:00 pm on Wednesday, 
June 8th. It is located on the south side of Highway 299 West just west of the 
turnoff to French Gulch. Bring your own brown bag dinner and we will eat by the 
creek and then go birding on the Camden Water Ditch Trail. This is a one-mile 
dirt trail that loops around the historic Camden House, Tenant Farm House, barn 
and outbuildings. Hiking boots are recommended. We hope to see Lawrence’s 
Goldfinch, Lazuli Buntings, Bullock’s Orioles, Western Tanagers, and maybe an 
American Dipper. An entrance pass is required to use the area and can be 
purchased online at Your Pass Now. Senior, Access, Military and the Interagency 
Annual Pass can also be used. Contact trip leader Tricia Ford 
at triciathebirdnerd@gmail.com for more information.

Lassen Volcanic National Park Campout - June 24 - 26th
 

We have enjoyed the birding and 
camping at the Lost Creek Group 
Campground for several years, so 
we are scheduling this event 
again this year in conjunction with 
Altacal Audubon. Group Camp 
sites #5 and 6 have been 
reserved for the nights of Friday, 
June 24th and Saturday, June 
25th. Campers can arrive at the 
campsite at a time of their 
choosing on Friday after 1pm and 
must break camp by noon 
Sunday. We are inviting the 
Redwood Region, Peregrine, 
Mendocino, Plumas and Redbud 
Chapters to join us. We will meet 
at the Loomis Museum parking lot 

at 8am sharp on Saturday morning to bird Manzanita Lake. The rest of the 
itinerary is open and will depend on the interests of the participants. Folks can 
either camp at Lost Creek or drive up for either or both Saturday and 

https://wintuaudubon.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5049614550ba7f5ee09f61aa5&id=49fe01a5a4&e=82c46b7241
mailto:triciathebirdnerd@gmail.com


Sunday. Vaccinated Saturday day trippers should meet at the Kutra’s Park 
meeting place at 7:00 am Saturday morning to car pool or at the Loomis Museum 
parking lot at 8am sharp. Day trippers for Sunday, June 20th, will meet at the 
campsite at 8:00 am. Lost Creek has primitive facilities; vault toilets and no 
electricity. Potable water is available. Contact Larry Jordan, 949-5266 or email -
 webmaster@wintuaudubon.org for other particulars.

________________________________________________________________________________

TRIP REPORTS - photos by Larry Jordan and Dan Bye

Battle Creek State Wildlife Area
Six birders and leader Tricia Ford 
hiked the two-mile Salmon Trail 
from Battle Creek Wildlife Area to 
Coleman Fish Hatchery. Among 
the highlights: an elusive Yellow-
breasted Chat sat still just long 
enough to be photographed by 
Dan Bye, a Black-crowned Night 
Heron flew directly in front of us, 
and four species of warblers 
serenaded us at various locations. 
The Bald Eagle pair made an 
appearance, but they are nesting 

in a location unknown to us since we discovered that their traditional nesting tree 
near the hatchery has blown down. A total of 48 species were seen on this lovely, 
breezy spring morning.

Birding Manzanita Lake
Four determined birders found 
thirty-five species around 
Manzanita Lake. A clear chilly 
morning turned into a rather 
balmy day which included views 
of Hermit and Yellow Warblers 
and a few Golden-crowned 
Kinglets! The group began the 
trek watching a couple Ravens 
harassing one of the resident Bald 

Eagles! Just a preview for the June Campout!

McArthur-Burney Falls State Park Outing

Five dedicated birders gathered at 
Burney Falls to watch the yearly 
Black Swifts as they darted in and 
around the falls. Several 
American Dippers were also seen 
climbing the moss-covered rocks 
around the falls. Thirty-five 
species were observed including 
a couple of Cassin's Vireos in the 

mailto:webmaster@wintuaudubon.org


parking lot, a visit from a Pileated Woodpecker at lunch, Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees and Hermit Warblers on the Rim Trail on the way to Lake Britton 
where we spotted a flock of seventeen White-faced Ibis!

Mary Lake Bird Walk

A small group of four birders 
explored the nooks and crannies 
of Mary Lake and its adjacent 
pond to find a thriving Wood Duck 
population (10 adults and two 
ducklings), a Pied-billed Grebe 
with three black, white and 
orange-striped chicks riding on its 
back, a Willow Flycatcher and 
several Yellow Warblers for a total 
of 28 species observed.

________________________________________________________________________________

If you haven't visited the website lately you may not realize that our past 
president, Dan Greaney, continues to write BirdWord articles every month, found 
on our Blog page! The articles are always interesting and informative. The 
current article is titled "Red-winged Blackbirds: Tule Tycoons."

https://www.wintuaudubon.org/red-winged-blackbirds-tule-tycoons/


Saving Turtle Bay

Thanks to all of you for writing letters to the City Council, and for attending the 
City Council Meeting on April 19th, letting them know your thoughts on the Rodeo 
Grounds and Civic Auditorium land at Turtle Bay. Thanks to the public’s voices, 
the City Council decided not to designate the land as surplus at this time. It was 
decided that the city would pay for its own Specific Plan. Wintu Audubon has 
written to the City Council letting them know we wish to be part of the planning at 
its early stages to ensure protection of our beloved riparian habitat at Turtle Bay. 
________________________________________________________________

We are mourning the loss of one of our founding members, Bill Oliver, who was 
one of the most giving people I have ever known. Bill was a mentor to so many 

beginning birders and experienced birders alike. We will miss him very much. We 
hope to see you to celebration his life at one of his favorite Redding 

establishments, Woody's Brewing Company. See the announcement below.




